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1 Introduction 

This Responses to Comments/Text Revisions document has been prepared by the San Mateo County 

Mosquito and Vector Control District (SMCMVCD or District) to accompany the revised Draft Programmatic 

Environmental Impact Report (Draft PEIR) for the proposed Integrated Mosquito and Vector Management 

Program (IMVMP). The revised Draft PEIR (released in July 2018) identified the environmental 

consequences associated with the District’s revision of its existing IMVMP, which consists of a range of 

chemical and nonchemical treatment components (e.g., methods/tools) for its ongoing program of 

surveillance and control of mosquitoes and other vectors. The revised Draft PEIR included discussion of the 

District’s best management practices (BMPs), which are part of the IMVMP and provide environmental 

protection and promote environmental stewardship policies and staff safety while maintaining vector control 

effectiveness. The revised Draft PEIR also identified a mitigation measure to reduce the sole potentially 

significant impact to air quality to a less than significant level. The revised Draft PEIR identified one 

significant and unavoidable impact to surface water resources where no feasible mitigation exists.  

This Responses to Comments/Text Revisions document presents responses to public comments 

received on the revised Draft PEIR and makes limited revisions to the Draft PEIR text, as necessary, in 

response to those comments. Together with the revised Draft PEIR (dated July 2018), this 

Responses to Comments/Text Revisions document constitutes the Final PEIR for the District’s 

proposed IMVMP Plan. 

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines Section 15204 provides direction for parties 

reviewing and providing comment on a Draft EIR, as follows:  

“In reviewing the EIR, persons and agencies should focus on the sufficiency of the 

document in identifying and analyzing the possible impacts on the environment and ways 

in which the significant effects of the project might be avoided or mitigated.” 

Thus, comments received on the revised Draft PEIR should be focused on the sufficiency and adequacy 

of the documents. CEQA Guidelines Section 15151 provides the standards of adequacy for an EIR, as 

follows: 

“An EIR should be prepared with a sufficient degree of analysis to provide decision-

makers with information which enables them to make a decision which intelligently takes 

account of environmental consequences. An evaluation of the environmental effects of a 

proposed project need not be exhaustive, but the sufficiency of an EIR is to be reviewed 

in the light of what is reasonably feasible. Disagreement among experts does not make 

an EIR inadequate, but the EIR should summarize the main points of disagreement 

among the experts. The courts have looked not for perfection but for adequacy, 

completeness, and a good faith effort at full disclosure.” 

Finally, CEQA Guidelines Section 15204 provides specific direction to lead agencies responding to 

comments, as follows:  

“When responding to comments, lead agencies need only respond to significant 

environmental issues and do not need to provide all information requested by reviewers, 

as long as a good faith effort at full disclosure is made in the EIR.” 

Thus, the District is only required to respond to comments pertaining to significant environmental issues 

and to ensure that the revised Draft PEIR makes a good faith effort to disclose potential environmental 

impacts. The District is not required to respond to comments that express an opinion about the project 

merits (i.e. the merits of the IMVMP) but do not otherwise relate to environmental issues covered in the 
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revised Draft PEIR. In accordance with Sections 15088 and 15132 of the CEQA Guidelines, a Final EIR 

must include a response to comments on the Draft EIR pertaining to environmental issues analyzed 

under CEQA.  

The District is the lead agency under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) with responsibility 

for preparing responses to public comments and the Final PEIR. The Final PEIR is an informational 

document that must be considered by the District’s Board of Trustees (decision-makers) before approving 

or denying the Proposed Program represented in the PEIR and in the separate IMVMP Plan. The CEQA 

Guidelines (§15132) require the following contents to be included in the Final PEIR: 

a. Draft PEIR or a revision of the draft 

b. Comments and recommendations received on the Draft PEIR, either verbatim or in summary 

c. A list of persons, organizations, and public agencies commenting on the Draft PEIR 

d. Responses of the lead agency (SMCMVCD) to significant environmental points raised in the review 

and consultation process 

e. Any other information added by the lead agency  

1.1 Environmental Review Process 

The District recirculated the Draft PEIR (dated March 2016) as a revised Draft PEIR (July 2018). As a 

result, the District is not required to address the comments on the previous March 2016 document. The 

District chose to provide responses as part of the revised Draft PEIR in its Appendix F. New comments on 

the revised Draft PEIR are addressed herein and incorporated into the Final PEIR.  

The District released the revised Integrated Mosquito and Vector Management Program Draft PEIR on 

July 19, 2018, for public review (State Clearinghouse No. 2012052063). The 47-day public review and 

comment period began on July 20 and concluded on September 4, 2018 (45 days minimum requirement 

under CEQA plus 2 extra days). During this time, the District held one public hearing at the Veterans 

Memorial Recreation Center in San Bruno, California on August 22, 2018, from 3 pm to 5 pm. There were 

no oral comments from the public provided at the public hearing; therefore, the hearing transcript is not 

included herein. 

The State of California Governor’s Office of Planning and Research, State Clearinghouse and Planning 

Unit provided a letter dated September 5, 2018, that the District has complied with the State 

Clearinghouse review requirements for draft environmental documents pursuant to the California 

Environmental Quality Act. This letter is provided herein at the end of this Chapter 1.  

The District received three written comment letters. Each of the District’s responses addresses and 

disposes of any environmental issues raised by the commenter. These responses supplement material 

contained in the text of the revised Draft PEIR. In many cases, the responses refer to material located in 

the revised Draft PEIR. Where the response is intended to result in a text revision to the July 2018 

document, that revision is made to the revised Draft PEIR as indicated in this Responses to 

Comments/Text Revisions document (in Chapter 5). These revisions provide only clarifications or minor 

corrections to material in the Draft PEIR, and recirculation of the revised Draft PEIR is not required. None 

of these text changes result in any changes to the conclusions and determinations of significant impact. In 

other words, no “less-than-significant” impacts were changed to “potentially significant” or “significant and 

unavoidable” impacts. Furthermore, no new significant impacts were discovered based on the public 

comments and the responses. 
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1.2 Report Organization 

This Responses to Comments/Text Revisions document contains comments and responses from three 

commenters in the following chapters with a brief explanation of chapter contents. 

> Chapter 2. Public Agency Comments and Responses:  One comment letter from a local agency is 

provided with District responses following the letter. 

> Chapter 3. Organization Comments and Responses:  One comment letter from a private 

organization/special interest group is provided with District responses and an attachment following 

the responses. 

> Chapter 4. Private Individual Comments and Responses:  One email comment from an individual 

is provided with District responses following the email and an attachment following the responses. 

> Chapter 5. Revisions to Revised Draft PEIR: This chapter presents minor revisions to PEIR text 

based on comments received or errors/errata discovered by the PEIR preparers. None of these text 

changes provide substantial new information nor do they result in any changes to the conclusions and 

determinations of significant impact. In other words, no “less-than-significant” impacts were changed to 

“potentially significant” or “significant and unavoidable” impacts. No new significant impacts 

were discovered. 

The following is a list of all commenters on the revised Draft PEIR: public agency (coded “L” [local]), 

private organization (coded “O”), and private individual (coded “I”) who submitted written comments on 

the Draft PEIR during the comment period. Each written comment is assigned a code that includes up to 

three letters for the agency, organization, or individual name. To protect the privacy of individuals, their 

address in the comment letter/email may be redacted (obscured). 

Public Agency 

> L-TPV Town of Portola Valley 

Organization 

> O-HCA Healthy Children Alliance, San Mateo County 

Private Individual 

> I-NC Nona Chiariello, PhD., Jasper Ridge Biological Preserve, Stanford University 

The District did not receive any oral or written comments at its noticed public hearing on the project on 

August 22, 2018. 

Therefore, in accordance with all requirements of CEQA and the CEQA Guidelines, the District has 

provided responses to the written comments received on the revised Draft PEIR in Chapters 2, 3, and 4 of 

this document. 
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